
  

 

August / September 2021 

OADBY TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH 

Issue  37 

OADBY TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH 

Oadby Harvest Festival –Sunday September 26th 



2 

 

 

 

 

Oadby Trinity Methodist Church 

 Minister: Rev Derek McLean 

Website: www.oadbymethodist.co.uk  

Contact details 

Minister: Rev Derek McLean 0116 2712404  

minister@oadbymethodist.co.uk 

Room booking:  Eliza Wilford  07596 904059 

bookings@oadbymethodist.co.uk 

Food Bank:  Lesley Green 07723 121794 

info@oadbyfoodbank.org.uk 

Zeph’s Café  01162717575 https://www.zephscafe.co.uk 

Guides/Brownies/Rainbows: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk 

Rainbows: Sue Newman 07597 119817                                     
Oadby2rainbows@hotmail.com  

Brownies Guides: Nicky Calow 07727432120                          

 OadbyTrinityGuides@hotmail.com  

 

Office holders 

Minister : Rev Derek McLean 

Senior Steward: Barry Wilford 

Safeguarding Officer: Michael Elliott. [078834 952263] 
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Associated Methodist Churches 

Affinity magazine is also distributed to Members and Friends 
at Great Glen Methodist Church; https://
churchatthecross.info, and Houghton on the Hill Methodist 
Church. 

https://leicestertrinitycircuit.org.uk/circuit-churches/
houghton.html 

 

Rev Derek McLean is Minister for all three churches which work 

closely together. 

 

Editorial Team: 

Rev Derek McLean [Minister] 

Heather Corlett [Editor] 

Diane Price 

Lesley Green. 

Jon Wilford [Webmaster] 
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AUGUST SERVICES AT OADBY 

Sunday 1st 

  8.30     Rev Derek McLean -Holy Communion 

10.30    Anne Reddecliffe 

  6.00    Rev Daniel Yovan –online Circuit service 

Sunday 8th 

 10.30   Rev Derek McLean -Holy Communion 

   6.00   Rev Paula Hunt - Claremont St Celebration [on line Cir-

cuit service]  

Sunday 15th 

10.30    James Blackhall 

  6.00    Rev Derek McLean –online Circuit service 

Sunday 22nd 

10.30    Service led by our Worship Leaders 

  6.00    Rev Debra  Chidakwa-Akue 

Sunday 29th 

10.30    Circuit Welcome service for Deacon Sharon Dilley and 

Revds. Israel Selvanayagam and Liam Dacre-Davis  

Service at Christchurch, also available online. 

Saturday Prayers in Church: 

Oadby 10:15-10:45 (led); Great Glen 10-11 (Private Prayer) 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP IN AUGUST 

1st August 8:30am Communion in the Oadby Church led by 
Rev Derek  

10:30am Morning Worship.  
The Oadby & Glen churches are open every week so that 
people can worship in person. A service will continue to be 
available online and is also projected into the MHA           
Aigburth lounge. 
August services at Great Glen 
1st –join with Oadby 

8th  Gordon Webb -Holy Communion 

15th –Richard Gill 

22nd –Andy Biggins 

29th –Circuit welcome  service 

August services at Houghton 

1st –join with Oadby 

8th Rev Peter Brookes –Holy Communion 

15th  Rev Derek McLean 

22nd - Audrey Baker 

29th - Circuit welcome service 

Wednesday Worship: 2:30pm every week at Houghton 

It is the Oadby service  that is available on line  Please   
contact derek.mclean@methodist.org.uk  for online joining 
instructions.  

mailto:derek.mclean@methodist.org.uk
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SEPTEMBER SERVICES AT OADBY 

Sunday 5th 

   8.30    Rev Derek McLean –Holy Communion 

10.30    Service led by our All age Worship team 

  6.00    Rev Paula Hunt –online circuit service 

 

Sunday 12th 

  9.00    Young Families @ Trinity 

10.30    Rev Derek McLean 

  6.00     Rev Derek McLean –Holy Communion  

[also Rev Liam Dacre-Davis –online circuit service] 

  

Sunday 19th 

10.30    Rev Paula Hunt –Holy Communion 

  6.00    Rev Israel Selvanayagam - online circuit service 

 

Sunday 26th 

10.30    Service led by our all age Worship team - Harvest           

  Festival and Baptism service 

  6.00    Rev Kate Cook -online circuit service 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP IN  SEPTEMBER 

10.30 am Morning Worship: The Oadby and Glen Churches 

are open every week so that people can worship in person. A 

service will continue to be available online  [from Oadby ]

which is also    projected into the MHA Aigburth lounge. 

Services at Glen 

5th –James Blackhall 

12th –Heather Corlett 

19th –Rev Gordon Webb –Holy Communion 

26th –Dr Miriam Stevenson –Harvest Festival 

Services at Houghton 

5th –Sheila Howell 

12th –Rev Peter Brookes –Holy Communion 

19th-  Rev Derek McLean –Harvest Festival 

26th - Jo Kay 

Wednesday Worship 2.30pm every week at Houghton. 

Saturday Prayers in Church 

Oadby 10.15-1045 [led]. Great Glen 10-11 [Private Prayer] 
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Memorial/ Thanksgiving service – 31st October: Save the Date 

There will be a Memorial Service at Oadby Trinity at 3pm on Sun-

day 31st October. This will be followed by refreshments. 

The service will provide an opportunity to remember all those who 

have died recently, especially those who have died during the peri-

od when funerals have been severely limited by Covid restrictions. 

Refreshments will be served after the service. 

This is the traditional time to hold services of this kind as it is the 

weekend nearest All Saints Day. It will have particular poignancy 

this year.  

There may also be individual Thanksgiving Services to remember 

those friends who have died when it is not been possible to mourn 

them as we would wish. One of those services is already booked 

into the church diary. 

We plan to invite the families and friends of all those whose ser-

vices have been conducted by our minister, or those connected 

with the Methodist churches at Oadby, Glen and Houghton.  

For further information, or to be added to the distribution list for 

invitations, please contact Derek McLean or Howard Smith. 
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He’s not wearing a dog collar yet, but our Minister’s “namesake” will 
one day become the eyes for a visually impaired person. To sponsor 
him, visit www.guidedogs.org.uk 

 

[Photo submitted by Rev Derek. Words added by the Editor] 

 

http://www.guidedogs.org.uk


12 

 

Editorial 

Welcome to the August / September issue of 
Affinity. As I write this editorial, we look for-
ward to the lifting of legal restrictions relating 
to the Covid pandemic, and we hope that 
soon we shall be able to sing all our lovely 
hymns in church as we used to. 

The deadline for the  October /November   
issue of Affinity is Sunday September 12th. All  contributions to 
Heather Corlett [Editor], Email: telroc@talktalk.net  Articles 
need to be 250 words [1 page], 375 words [11/2 pages] and 500 
words [2 pages]. Please try to keep articles as close as possible 
to these lengths. 

 

Heather Corlett [Editor] 

Heather Corlett: Editor 
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    Greetings from the manse. 

My beloved speaks and says to me: ‘the winter 

is past… the time of singing has come… ’  

(Song of Solomon 2: 10a, 11b, 12b, NRSV) 

Dear friends, 

During Jon and Catherine’s wedding, we heard those words 

from Scripture, words from a love song in the Bible. It was a 

beautiful choice of reading as they conveyed the couple’s joy 

on that day and their commitment to one another. 

We were also aware that in so many ways, our Covid winter is 

not yet past: the reality is that we are still waiting for permis-

sion for the ‘time of singing’. 

In practical ways we are looking ahead – I’ve just pencilled in a 

Baptism service for September. We are looking at the way in 

which various activities restart. In some ways, the thaw has 

commenced: it has been great to chat to Zeph’s customers and 

to members of user groups who have restarted. 

As followers of Jesus, we have the assurance of God’s presence 

in our joyous celebrations and in our times of greatest struggle 

and loss. 

We don’t get a promise that we will always be deliriously hap-

py, and we certainly don’t get a promise that God will bless us 

with earthly riches.  

 

 

 

 

 

Rev Derek McLean 
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We look forward in Hope, but we know that such hope is founded 

in the love of God surrounding us. 

God bless you all 

Rev Derek 
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Methodist Prayer Handbook 2021/22, “A Place for All” 

Orders are now being taken for copies of the new     Methodist Prayer 
Handbook. Stella Orbell is happy to place a bulk order for us once again. 
The price is £4.15 for the standard edition, £4.50 for Large Print. Stella 
will automatically re-order for those of you who are on her regular list, 
but please let her know if you would like to be added to that list. She is 
happy to order for anyone at Glen or Houghton as well as Oadby mem-
bers. (If you’ve not got Stella’s contact details, let me know and I will 
pass on your requests.)  

Rev Derek 
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Wednesday at Oadby Trinity 

Mid-week Worship 

We are starting a regular Wednesday morning time of worship in 

church. This will be at 11:30am on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each 

month, commencing on the 11th August. 

This will be an informal service and will be no longer than half an 

hour. It will include an invitation for people to bring their prayer 

concerns.  

We hope that it will be an occasion where everyone connected 

with the church feels able to come along and invite their friends. It 

might also prompt a visit to Zeph’s before or after the service! 

WOW 

WOW is intending to resume in September. Initially WOW will 

meet monthly at 2pm on the 3rd Wednesday each month com-

mencing on the 15th  September. 

Our September speaker is our own minister Revd Derek McLean 

and his talk will be entitled “Before I was a minister”. 

Hopefully we will return to meeting twice each month early in 

2022. (On the 1st & 3rd Wednesday) 
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At this Harvest time, here are some tips for the garden of our Daily Living : 

 

Plant three rows of peas: 

1. Peace of mind 

2. Peace of heart 

3. Peace of soul 

 

Plant four rows of squash: 

1. Squash gossip 

2. Squash indifference 

3. Squash grumbling 

4. Squash selfishness 

 

Plant four rows of lettuce : 

1. Lettuce be faithful 

2. Lettuce be kind 

3. Lettuce be patient 

4. Lettuce love one another 

 

To finish our garden, we need thyme : 

1. Thyme for God 

2. Thyme for each other 

3. Thyme for family 

4. Thyme for friends 

 

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.  There will be much fruit 
as you reap what you sow! 

 

A sign seen outside of a church in USA - 'I want to be like Saul - I want to be 
on the road to De-Mask-Us!! 

Submitted by Barry Wilford 
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Why English is so hard 

We’ll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes; 

But the plural of ox becomes oxen not oxes. 

One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese; 

Yet the plural of moose should never be meese. 

You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice; 

Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice. 

If the plural of man is always called men; 

Why shouldn’t the plural of pan be called pen? 

If I speak of my foot and show you my feet; 

And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 

If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth, 

Why shouldn’t the plural of booth be called beeth? 

Then one may be that and three would be those; 

Yet hat in the plural would never be hose. 

And the plural of cat is cats, not cose.  

We speak of a brother and also of brethren; 

But though we say mother, we never say methren. 

The masculine pronouns are he, his and him; 

But imagine the feminine – she, shis and shim! 

Submitted by Barry Wilford. 
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General Church Meeting – 7pm Monday 26th July 

Please note that the General Church Meeting has been deferred to 

this new date. We wanted to ensure that it happened on a date when 

all could attend, and we delayed until Covid restrictions were to be 

eased. 

This meeting receives the “annual” report on our work, make im-

portant appointments, and is an opportunity to reflect on the life and 

work of our church. All are welcome. 

 

Church Council – 7:30pm Monday 26th July 

This extra meeting is planned to discuss items coming from Methodist 

Conference which it is felt appropriate to address outside the regular 

cycle of business meetings. Two subjects will be covered: 

Conference made decisions in relation to online Communion. Oadby 

Methodists take Communion seriously. We are also committed to 

Inclusion. We have a strong heritage in delivering Extended Com-

munion to those unable to attend in person and we will continue 

to make our services available online. The Conference decision 

permits us to hold online Communion services on a trial basis from 

1st September. We are asked to decide whether we should do so. 

Conference made decisions based on the “God in Love Unites Us”    

report. We will note the protections included in the decisions 

made, particularly recognising the fact that different opinions are 

held in tension, and that nobody will be asked to act contrary to 

their conscience.  We will consider a proposal that OTMC registers 

as a venue to conduct Same Sex Marriages.  
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Great Paintings of the World 

I have recently enjoyed watching Andrew Marr’s television pro-

gramme “Great Paintings of the World”. In the first programme An-

drew Marr spoke about “The Water-lilies” by Claude Monet. I was 

reminded that , some years ago, Ray and I had the opportunity to 

visit Monet’s  garden at Giverney. After visiting the house and the 

colourful garden we were able to walk by the lake and see the water 

lilies that had so inspired Claude Monet years ago. 

Some visitors - my husband included—took photographs. Some 

sketched or painted the scene like Monet himself had done on      

numerous occasions. Personally I held the memory in my heart and 

later put my experience into verse. 

I’m pleased we went to Giverney 

That sunny July day. 

Impressions of the beauty within my heart will stay. 

A palette of the colours, an extravagant display; 

Created by the artist, and the gardener –Claude Monet 

 

Submitted by Margaret Cartwright 
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Protect your home and contents 

and help your favourite charity 

When you take out a Methodist  In-

surance Home Shield policy, we’ll 

give you back 20% of your first year’s 

premium for the charity or church of 

your choice. Your  Methodist home 

insurance policy not only protects 

your home but also supports the 

Methodist  community. 

Recommended by church members. 

For a quote:  

Call; 0345 606 1331 

email;  

enquir-

ies@micmail.com 

Visit the web site at 

www.methodistinsuran

ce.co.uk/home 

Minimum premiums apply.    

Subject to terms and condi-
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Cover photographs needed 
 
I usually find photos for the front cover of Affinity from free 
sites on the internet. However, I cannot always find suitable 
ones, and it would be great to use photos taken by our church 
members for the front cover of our magazine. 

 
I know we have one or two gifted photographers in our midst.  
Photos appropriate to the season of the church and /or calendar 
year are    acceptable. 
They need to be in jpeg format and portrait orientation. 
All contributions that are used will be acknowledged in the  
magazine. 
Since this article appeared in the last issue of Affinity, Suzanne 
Kelly’s son, Simon has very kindly given me permission to use 
photographs from his website for the magazine. Simon’s wife 
has also recommended a royalty free site as a source for photo-
graphs. So a big thank you to them both. 
If members of the Church family wish to send me their photos 
for use either as cover photos or as article illustrations, they will 
be gratefully received. 
 
Heather Corlett [Editor] 
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“GETTING TO KNOW YOU “ - KATE COOK 

 

Thank you, Diane on behalf of the editorial team, for the invitation 
to write something about myself for this edition of Affinity. 

 

It has not been the easiest of ways to settle into a new congregation, 
arriving in Leicester in July 2020 as we all went into  a stricter lock-
down than many other parts of the country!   

 But, thanks to Zoom, I have been able to worship with you and get 
to know you a little. You have made me very welcome—thank you! 
As restrictions ease, I look forward to getting to know you all much 
better. 

I’ve been asked to introduce myself, so here goes. 

I spent most of my childhood and teenage years in Leicestershire  
before going to the University of York to study Music.  My father was 
a Local Preacher in the old Leicester North Circuit and my mother 
was a Circuit Steward.   When I finally returned to Leicester and Den-
nis and I married we lived in the west of the county and I wor-
shipped  in the Leicester West Circuit.   Now that I have retired from 
active ministry we are in the Leicester Trinity Circuit---so in a sense I 
have a hat-trick of Leicester circuits, although two of them have now 
merged! 

For many years my working life was in music—as a teacher and a 
performer.  As a singer I travelled to some amazing places and met 
some very interesting people.  I guess the highlight was having a 
chat to Sir Paul McCartney--- but that’s another story! 

My call to ministry came quite suddenly and unexpectedly. I was ac-
cepted for training, and went to Wesley House in Cambridge.  My 
husband Dennis and our elder daughter remained in Leicester, and 
our younger  was at university in Aberyswyth , so we were  
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quite scattered for those two years!  My years in ministry were 
spent in the Cannock Chase and Telford Circuits, in the            
Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury District. 

I have now  ‘sat down’ from active ministry,  and I am now enjoy-
ing leading worship in the Circuit, and getting to know the 
churches.  I’ve also joined the board of governors of a special 
school in Blaby, having been a school governor in the past. 

 

It is lovely to back in Leicester, and to be closer to family. My   
sister and her family are all a short distance away. Our elder 
daughter, who had been working in London for ten years, has 
been ‘working from home’ with us during the pandemic and is 
now in the process of buying her first home here, and our   
younger daughter, who lives on the other side of the city, gets 
married this summer, so we have exciting times ahead. 

 

Life is nothing if not varied, and God continues to surprise us on 
our journey, with new friendships and experiences in store. I 
look forward to the next chapter of life getting to you know all 
better in the weeks and months ahead. 

 

Yours, in Christ, 

Kate Cook 
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    ZEPH’S CAFÉ 

 

        BUSINESS AS (ALMOST) USUAL 

 

Last time we  were rejoicing about reopening 
for business. This time we are happy to report 

that things have been going steadily for a couple of 
months, customers have been returning in decent 

numbers and our ”specials” evenings have been a roaring success 
with sell out attendances reported for all Fish Frydays since reopen-
ing and for our Italian and Greek Nights. Many new faces have joined 
our regulars at these events and this shows that our reputation is 
spreading. 

The staff are also to be thanked for achieving a Green Status follow-
ing Covid inspection from Oadby & Wigston Borough Council. I 
quote: "The Covid standards and preparations for this business are 
above the standards required and are commended."  

Of course, certain Covid restrictions have had to be in place, limiting 
the number of tables overall and making full use of face masks and 
hand sanitizer and, even with the easing of restrictions nationally in 
mid-July, little change is anticipated in the café as we take our cus-
tomers' comfort and safety very seriously. Face masks will no longer 
be compulsory but we still encourage their use as cases continue to 
rise across Great Britain. 

Hopefully, our sofa corner and chatty café table will return once we 
are able to rearrange the layout and it will then be very much a case 
of “business as (almost) usual”. 

Outside, our new pergola has been taking shape. The wooden struc-
ture is in place and the roofing should be added during July to pro-
vide both shade from the summer sun and protection from light 
showers on otherwise warm  days.  

 

 

Dave Smith 
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In common with many other venues we have been affected by 
national delays in building materials but, hopefully, it will all be 
worth waiting for. 

Zeph's will also be having a stall in its usual place at the Oadby 
Motor Fest on Sunday 8 August between 10:00am and 3:00pm 
when over 100 cars of interest are expected to be on display. We 
will be offering the usual hot bacon and sausage baps plus a range 
of cakes and soft drinks. Please visit us and encourage your 
friends to do likewise. Zeph's Café will also be open between 
these hours offering an attractive Motor Fest menu.  

In the meantime, here are our upcoming events: 

 

August 6 – Fish Fryday. 

 

August 8 – Oadby Motor Fest. 

 

August 9 – Children's Special – cancelled due to increase in     
number of  Covid cases. 

 

August 13 – French Night – details available in café or on social 
media. 

August 25 - Zeph's Get Together afternoon (from 2:00pm) 

September 3 – Fish Fryday. 

 

As I said earlier, recent special nights have sold out so please 
book early to avoid disappointment.  

 

Dave Smith 
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In the meantime, we again encourage you all to take up the offer of 
having a vaccination as soon as possible as we would like to think 
that all of our customers will feel completely safe when visiting 
Zeph's Café. 

 

We look forward to seeing you very soon! 

Dave Smith 
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SINGING IN CHURCH 

We don’t know yet when we will be able to resume                     

congregational singing  in church, but I found this song on FB 

[where else?], and thought it might bring  a smile to our faces 

whilst waiting for the appropriate guidance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heather Corlett 
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Methodist Conference 2021 

 

I went to Methodist Conference in 2016 – the year in which I was Or-

dained. It was the only time that I’d attended and it was an inspiring 

experience. However, I have deliberately not sought to be elected as a 

District Representative because there are too many people attending 

who “look like” me. This year, I had obtained permission to attend as an 

observer without being a delegate. The delay to the release from lock-

down meant that there were many last minute changes and my attend-

ance became virtual and remote. 

We felt the restrictions acutely on the Sunday morning of Conference. 

In the past, it has been a joy to gather in a full church to watch the ser-

vice broadcast, listen to a thousand people singing in the Conference 

hall, and to sing along with them. This year it was very different but we 

could still be inspired by the sermons and addresses, especially from 

our new President, Revd Sonia Hicks. We could also support in prayer 

two cohorts of those being Ordained. 

Worship runs through the whole pattern of Conference. For example, 

Monday’s worship was led by MHA and acknowledged the extraordi-

nary challenges that organisation has faced during Covid. 

Inclusion was a major theme of the Conference, not just in the reports 

which grabbed the headlines, but in every aspect of the work of Meth-

odists. It was reflected in sessions on evangelism and Mission, but also 

in sessions on how we make appointments in ways which reach out be-

yond the ‘usual suspects’. We heard that when inviting new ministers, 

Circuits still consistently fail to shortlist Black ministers and ask inappro-

priate questions of those who are disabled. 

The way in which we care for others also underpinned reports such as 

the one on “The Theology of Safeguarding” as well as a discussion of  
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Deliverance Ministry. It is key to how we implement Supervision 

and extend its coverage beyond those of us in full-time Circuit 

Ministry. 

Conference adopted a report about the work of Local Lay-Pastors. 

They are already being used in many areas but we want to draw 

together good practice. 

There was deep reflection on how we read Scripture, and how it 

forms our doctrine. How do we become more Christ-like in all that 

we do? 

The burdens of Trusteeship are changing how we work at every 

level. How do we ensure that a Representative Conference re-

mains the decision-making body, whilst having a group structured 

in line with Charity Law who are able to make decisions between 

Conferences? How do we reorganise Districts so that we share re-

sources over a bigger area without it becoming unmanageable? At 

what size is a church Membership too small to be able to fulfil its 

legal obligations effectively? 

Inevitably, financial issues were in the background for much of the 

discussion. Whilst it is undoubtedly the case that many churches 

are struggling financially, particularly with lost lettings and lost 

cash collections, there is very little that the Connexion can do cen-

trally. It holds comparatively little money: most of the substantial 

financial resources of Methodism are held (very unevenly) in local 

churches and circuits. As a result, it is far more likely that local 

churches need to contribute toward the centre (to cover a pension 

deficit) than to be able to expect help from that source. 

Conference still found time to discuss the ethics of investment 

(disinvesting from fossil fuel companies) and a range of other      
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issues where the Gospel good news needs to be heard. (Myanmar,    

Israel-Palestine…) The report on Methodist schools was  surprisingly 

upbeat, with an increasing number of schools seeking to affiliate to 

the Methodist Academy network.    

Some of it was definitely for the nerds who love meetings and       

procedure. At one point, Conference had to take a poll because the 

show of hands was unclear on whether Conference supported the 

proposal that a ‘Notice of Motion’ and its four clauses should be 

“not put”. While this was pretty arcane, it did show the diligence and 

care with which difficult issues were addressed. 

The conclusion of the debates about Online Communion, and about 

God in Love Unites Us are of course important too. We will be dis-

cussing those at the Oadby Church Council. 

A vast amount of work goes into Conference and important things 

are being done on our behalf. We need to get better at using those 

resources. 

Without doubt, the highlight for me was Revd Sonia Hicks address 

when she was inducted as President. I will go back and watch that 

several more times yet. 

Rev Derek 
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OADBY TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH 90TH ANNIVERSARY. 1931-

2021 

In October we shall be celebrating the 90th Anniversary of our 

Church. The building has changed a great deal since that first     

Methodist Chapel was built on this site in 1931. The interior of the 

worship area has become open plan with chairs as opposed to pews, 

and we now have our own café on site. 

I am sure that many members of our Oadby congregation will have 

memories of life at Trinity over the years; weddings, baptisms,  and 

other special occasions. 

I invite you to submit these memories for inclusion in the October /

November newsletter., so that we can celebrate the many blessings 

that God has showered upon us  over the years; and look forward in 

hope and confidence as God leads us into the future. 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a          

future. “  [Jeremiah 29:11, NIV] 

Although this invitation is primarily for the Oadby congregation,   

contributions are also welcome from friends at Great Glen and 

Houghton who may have particular memories associated with our 

Church. 

Heather Corlett [Editor] 
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We know that all things work together for good for those who love 

God (Romans 8:28) 

I am sure that the massive life changes that have been laid upon the 

whole world in this last year through the Coronavirus problems, will 

lead to God giving the worldwide church a major shakeup. Whilst 

prevented from being together in church meetings of most kinds, we 

have been forced to examine and rethink exactly what our church 

life is really about. In particular, I believe that God wants us to re-

focus specifically upon the state of our personal relationship with 

himself.  

It is all too easy just to run our churches as we do, focussing on the 

day-to-day practical issues, and just keeping things ticking over. 

What God wants for us now, I believe, is to make our personal rela-

tionship with him the key issue of our lives, the very focus of our 

spiritual existence. We know from scripture that the church is being 

prepared as the Bride of Christ.  

One of the seven angels … said to me: “Come, I will show you the 

bride, the wife of the Lamb” (Rev.21:9).  

That is why in the new heavens we are told that “we shall neither 

marry nor be given in marriage” (22:30). Why not? Because each of 

us in that new state will be “married” to Christ. He will be the over-

riding passion of our lives, just as it was for Adam and Eve in the    

original world.  

God has created each of us in love, and he continues to love us 

throughout our lives as Christians. When you originally gave your life 

to Jesus, you felt different – didn’t you? From then on you were 

different, your life changed. The problem is that as the years go by 

and we get involved in running a church, it is all too easy to focus on 

the life of the church at the expense of our personal relationship 

with Jesus.  
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During the current lockdown times, many of us have found our-

selves spending more and more time in fellowship with Jesus as we 

make use of the time that otherwise would have been spent in 

church matters. I certainly have, and the effect it has had on me has 

been wonderful. I no longer have any fear of death – because it will 

be but the entry to a closer and more intimate relationship with 

God. So, brothers and sisters in Christ, please do join me, and the 

many others who are following the same path, and begin to spend 

more time – a lot more time - in personal relationship with Jesus.  

I trust that you already have a time of prayer each day, hopefully 

more than one such session per day. In such times we all have a va-

riety of personal, family, and other issues that we need to bring to 

the Lord. That is fine and proper, and we should bring those things 

to God, but we need to focus now specifically upon our personal 

relationship with Jesus. That takes time. As the Psalmist says:  

Be still, and know that I am God” (Ps46:10). Yes, “Be still”!  

Don’t let your mind drift, but keep up a gentle flow of worship. 

When you begin to draw closer to God in this way, your mind will 

probably keep interrupting you with reminders about that job you 

need to do today, or some bill that needs paying. However, the 

more you get used to spending such time seeking God’s presence, 

the easier it will be, and your mind will eventually get the message 

and keep quiet. As you go on down this path, you will find that dur-

ing the day your mind turns to God more than ever before. Whilst 

driving, you’ll probably find yourself breaking out into worship!  

There is no limit to the depth of love and joy that we can experi-

ence as we go down this track of seeking to draw  nearer to God. 

May God bless you richly as you seek his face. Amen! 

A personal view by David Adams 
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Houghton News -Let there be music! 

In all of it’s almost 170 year  history, I doubt that Houghton Chapel 

has been so very quiet for quite so long. I don’t have access to 

much of the Chapel’s history but I am sure that as the dying strains 

of the last hymn on 15 March 2020, when the consensus was that 

we wouldn’t be meeting in the chapel for a bit, would have seemed 

so significant then as perhaps they do now.  I wish I could recall 

what that last hymn was!  Wesley’s hymns have sounded out over 

the years and we can look back on numerous Chapel  Anniver-

saries, Harvest Festivals and more recently the Christmas Eve carol 

service with special musical items has drawn quite a congregation 

from the village and further afield. The Houghton Singers held their 

weekly rehearsals in the Chapel each Monday, there were occa-

sional instrumental recitals under the auspices of the Houghton 

Music Club.  And was it only two years ago that we were preparing 

to put on a special series of concerts to raise money for Chapel 

Funds?  that seems a lifetime ago. 

The Chapel has remained open whenever it was legal to do so, and 

with all the Covid Risk Assessments in place, since last September.  

A little seasonal organ music (allowing us to imagine ploughing the 

fields and scattering) was on the order of service for our special 

‘Dry Goods Harvest Festival’ for the Oadby foodbank.  A solo from a 

local professional singer (permitted under the regulations)  was a  

highlight at our Christmas Service the week before the Christmas, 

and then there was a little open air carol singing, which has been 

reported before,   after that service in the damp late afternoon air 

of the    Chapel garden to the congregation of jackdaws.   
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Then immediately after Epiphany we were closed once again,  and 

singing to yourself with a Zoom congregation in your own sitting room 

just isn’t the same.  Whitsun saw the subdued  humming behind 

masks start to emerge along with some quiet musical accompaniment 

whilst the rest of us read the words in our hymn books.  There are 

some enthusiastic, talented singers in our little congregation, frustrat-

ed at not being able to sing with their own choirs, or any choir, and 

since Easter the humming behind masks has become a little bit loud-

er. Was that that the odd mask-muffled word I could catch perhaps? 

me? or perhaps a friend sitting several rows behind at the back of the 

Chapel?   Surely not!   

As I write we are, hopefully, a week away from the end of formal re-

strictions but we await directions about singing in church again.  I live 

in hope that Wesley’s wonderful hymns will be sounding out again 

very soon from all our Chapels and Churches– better do a few singing 

exercises and get the Vocal-zones out….                                                          

Mary Moore                                                                                                                 
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Book Review: ‘The Bible doesn’t tell me so’ by Helen Paynter 

During lockdown there has been a huge increase in domestic 

abuse. Much remains hidden, but the statistics clearly demon-

strate this. I attended a webinar organised by Cliff College which 

explored the way in which abuse often takes place in church con-

texts. One of the speakers was Helen Paynter. I was sufficiently 

inspired by her input to go away and buy her book.  

Paynter encourages us to recognise that abuse happens in 

church families and that our approaches to Scripture, and to au-

thority, may reinforce some specific patterns of abuse. Other 

speakers addressed the wider Safeguarding concerns and how 

we should respond well. 

I’ve read quite a number of books which enable us to address 

difficulties with understanding the Bible. They help us to recog-

nise the societies and patriarchal context in which God’s inspired 

Word was recorded by men, and documented in the language of 

the day. We wrestle with the text to understand the way in 

which the Love of God shines through.  

Sadly, there are Biblical texts which continue to be used to bully, 

to control, and to humiliate; to force women to endure situa-

tions which are abusive and intolerable. (Yes, Paynter acknowl-

edges that domestic abuse isn’t solely male on female abuse 

within heterosexual relationships. However, she notes that it is 

the predominant category and the one most commonly justified 

by the [ab]use of Scripture.). 

Paynter gives us solid Biblical exposition. She provides real con-

text to critical passages and what they actually say to us today. 

For example, she shows how simply  moving a section heading 

(which is not itself part of the Bible) can transform how we read 

particular passages.  
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  She asks difficult questions about some of our Biblical role       

models. 

We see clearly that God, most especially in the person of Jesus, is 

on the side of the oppressed; that there is no Scriptural justifica-

tion for subordination of women, nor for a theology which de-

mands forgiveness without change and repentance.  

The book is primarily addressed to those feeling trapped by an 

abuser, but it is also useful to those of us in positions of authority, 

to those who seek to offer support, and even potentially to         

perpetrators. 

The main message which I took from it was the fact that I need to 

confront some of these texts head-on. We cannot simply assume 

that everyone knows that these texts never justify exploitative re-

lationships: if we don’t say so out loud, perpetrators can claim 

whatever they want them to mean. 

Having read the book I was sufficiently inspired to get a copy for 

every member of our staff team, and I recommend it to you all. 

Rev Derek 
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Deadlines for Affinity in 2021 

October /November –September 12th 

December ‘21 /January ‘22 –November 14th 
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Independent Financial Advice 

 

 Savings & Investments   Pensions  

 

 Inheritance Tax Planning  Protection  

 

CLEAR UNDERSTANDABLE ADVICE 

 

Matt Raine        07885 593 175      West Walk Building 

Tim Rodgers    07885 593 174             110 Regent Rd, 

           Leicester. LE1 7LT 

matt@tmam.co.uk         0116 2542255  

 

www.tmam.co.uk 

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
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